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The LIST: 
Persecution of Jews by Christians Throughout History

 Free Sampler

The following document is a list of events of persecution of Jews that can be useful to 
guide Christians who are interested in "owning the past" and repenting of sins committed 
by their Church forefathers. This LIST combines personal research conducted and 
compiled by Ray Montgomery and Bob O'Dell by going through books and many 
websites. We do not guarantee accuracy of every item nor completeness of this LIST. We 
are open to improvements and plan to update this document from time-to-time. If you 
see any errors, or know of an event we've missed that you feel falls within the 
parameters described in the Notes and Assumptions below, please contact Ray at 
Ray@Root-Source.com.

Introduction

Thank you for considering to purchase The LIST: Persecution of Jews by Christians Throughout 
History, which has been significantly revised since our initial release in 2018.  
 
In this sampler document you will find the following sections:
 
     • Introduction 
     • Glossary (with added examples to explain the use of each defined term) 
     • Events in Antiquity (4) 
     • Events in the 16ᵗʰ Century (88 - there were only 23 in the 2018 version) 
 
The full document contains over 850 entries spanning more than 20 centuries in over 400 pages 
in both a very readable format, as well as being a valuable reference resource for study and 
understanding the truth about Christian persecution of Jews throughout history. 
 
Zechariah 8:23 commands us to love not just peace, but truth as well! 
 
The LIST: Persecution of Jews by Christians Throughout History is the largest, most complete 
compilation of historical truth on this critical topic that has ever been compiled into a single 
volume. 
 
Order your copy today from: root-source.com, 9-av.com, or Amazon.com.



Notes and Assumptions

This LIST concentrates on events between the years 40 CE to the present. As Europe (and Russia) committed most of 
the known atrocities, and as they were primarily Christian in name during that span of history, any known atrocity 
that fell within those bounds and time frame is included. Atrocities committed in the Middle East and North Africa 
are assumed to be perpetrated by Muslim nations and are therefore not included, with the following exceptions.

1) All Crusades, Inquisitions, and auto-da-fés  are listed herein for the sake of completeness and without attempting 
to sort out events that targeted Jews alone.

2) All known Jewish expulsions from 586 BCE are listed for the sake of completeness, with those perpetrated by 
Muslims so noted. 

3) All 9ᵗʰ of Av events from 586 BCE to the present day are provided for the sake of completeness, as well as some 
key events that fell on the following day, the 10ᵗʰ of Av.

In addition, key events both leading up to Israel's founding as a nation in 1948, and in the years since, are listed for 
the sake of completeness and historical context.

Legend
Item Description
9ᵗʰ of Av 9ᵗʰ of Av events are highlighted in blue

10ᵗʰ of Av 10ᵗʰ of Av events are highlighted in purple

Crusades Crusades are highlighted in orange

Inquisitions and auto-da-fés All Inquisitions and auto-da-fés, often connected/related, are highlighted in brown

Positive events Positive events towards Jews are highlighted in green

The HOLOCAUST Specially highlighted

Jewish expulsions Jewish expulsions are in red text



Glossary of Terms
Term Description Reference
Aliyah Aliyah is defined as "the act of going up" i.e. towards Jerusalem. "Making 

Aliyah" means moving to the Land of Israel, and is one of the most basic 
tenets of Zionism. The State of Israel's Law of Return gives Jews and their 
descendants automatic rights regarding residency and Israeli citizenship. 
See details below for information on these waves of aliyah:
First Aliyah: 1882-1903
Second Aliyah: 1904-14
Third Aliyah: 1919-23
Fourth Aliyah: 1924-29
Fifth Aliyah: 1929-39
Aliyah Aleph & Aliyah Bet (illegal immigration): 1933-48 
Bricha ("escape"): 1945-48
Since the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, more than three 
million Jews have moved to Israel.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Aliyah

Third Jewish 
immigration 
("Aliyah") to 
Palestine

1919-23 40,000 The Third Aliyah was triggered by the October Revolution in Russia, 
antisemitic pogroms in Eastern Europe, the British occupation of 
Palestine, and the Balfour Declaration. Most Jews came from Eastern 
European countries: Russia (45%), Poland (31%), Romania (5%), and 
Lithuania (3%).

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Third_Aliyah

Auto-da-fé An auto-da-fé ("Act of Faith") was the ritual of public penance of 
condemned heretics and apostates. Although the Inquisition and the 
auto-da-fé were used on anyone accused of heresy, its main victims were 
former apostate Jews and Muslims. 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Auto-da-f%C3%
A9
https://www.britannica.
com/topic/auto-da-fe

Auto-da-fé: Lima, 
Peru

1605 19 persons are accused of Judaizing (secretly practicing Judaism); six 
are burned in effigy, three are burned at the stake, and 16 are 
"reconciled," that is, they promise to repent. They have to do public 
penance and are deprived of all their civil rights.

http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-
bin/logbrowse.pl?
trx=vx&list=h-
antisemitism&month=0605
&week=&msg=CZNFZjiilGFJ
LVVjL6CxpQ&user=&pw=

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aliyah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aliyah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Aliyah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Aliyah
http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-bin/logbrowse.pl?trx=vx&list=h-antisemitism&month=0605&week=&msg=CZNFZjiilGFJLVVjL6CxpQ&user=&pw=
http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-bin/logbrowse.pl?trx=vx&list=h-antisemitism&month=0605&week=&msg=CZNFZjiilGFJLVVjL6CxpQ&user=&pw=
http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-bin/logbrowse.pl?trx=vx&list=h-antisemitism&month=0605&week=&msg=CZNFZjiilGFJLVVjL6CxpQ&user=&pw=
http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-bin/logbrowse.pl?trx=vx&list=h-antisemitism&month=0605&week=&msg=CZNFZjiilGFJLVVjL6CxpQ&user=&pw=
http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-bin/logbrowse.pl?trx=vx&list=h-antisemitism&month=0605&week=&msg=CZNFZjiilGFJLVVjL6CxpQ&user=&pw=
http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-bin/logbrowse.pl?trx=vx&list=h-antisemitism&month=0605&week=&msg=CZNFZjiilGFJLVVjL6CxpQ&user=&pw=


Blood libel A blood libel was an accusation that Jewish people used the blood of 
Christians in religious rituals, especially in the preparation of Passover 
bread (matzo). These allegations began appearing in the 12ᵗʰ Century, and 
in the 1930s became part of Nazi propaganda. (See ritual murder below).

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Blood_libel
https://www.britannica.
com/topic/anti-
Semitism/Anti-Semitism-
in-medieval-Europe
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/blood-libel

Simon of Trent, Italy 1475 17 This was one of the more notorious blood libels. A Franciscan monk, 
Bernardinus of Feltre, came to Trent and began preaching Lent 
sermons against the Jews. A week before Easter a boy by the name of 
Simon drowned in the river Adige. The monk charged the Jews with 
using the body for its blood. The body washed up a few days later near 
the house of a Jew who brought it to the Bishop Honderbach. 17 Jews 
were tortured for over two weeks. Some confessed while being 
tortured and six Jews were burned. Two more were strangled. A 
temporary hiatus was called by Pope Sixtus IV, but after five years the 
trial was reopened and five more Jews were executed. The Papal 
inquest agreed with the trial, Simon was beatified (the first step 
towards canonisation), and all Jews were expelled from Trent in 1486 
for 300 years. The trial served as the basis for antisemitic writings for 
hundreds of years. 
In 1965 the Catholic Church reinvestigated the story, and declared the 
episode a fraud. The "cult of Simon" was suppressed by Pope Paul VI, 
the shrine erected to him dismantled, his feast day removed from the 
calendar, and his future veneration officially forbidden.

http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
startyear=1470&endyear=1
479
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Simon_of_Trent
http://www.zionism-israel.
com/dic/Simon_of_Trent_b
lood_libel.htm

Catholic Church: Steps to 
Sainthood

The process of Canonization has changed over the centuries (see 
wikipedia for details), but the process as we understand it today is called 
a Cause, and does not begin until five years after the death of the 
candidate.

1) When a Cause is officially begun, the candidate is called a "Servant of 
God." Evidence is gathered for and against the Canonization. Two 
theologians examine the Servant of God’s writings to make sure that 
there is nothing in them contrary to the Faith and Moral teaching of the 
Church, after which the testimony of witnesses who knew the candidate 
well is gathered.

2) Documents and testimonies are collected and presented to the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints in Rome to prove that the candidate 
lived heroic virtues. If approved, the Servant of God is given the title 
“Venerable”.

3) To be beatified and recognized as "Blessed," one proven miracle 
acquired through the candidate’s intercession is required in addition to 
recognition of heroic virtue (or martyrdom in the case of a martyr).

4) Canonization requires a second miracle to have taken place through 
the intercession of the Blessed and after the date of his or her 
Beatification. Once proven, the Pope declares the person a "Saint". 
Catholics do not “worship” the Saints but rather venerate them. The 
prayers of those on earth are united with those in heaven and presented 
to God.

https://www.
catholicdoors.
com/faq/qu221.htm
https://solanuscasey.
org/about-us/the-cause-
for-sainthood/learn-
more-about-the-steps-
to-sainthood
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Canonization



Converso A converso ("convert") was a Jew who converted to Catholicism in Spain 
or Portugal, particularly during the 14ᵗʰ and 15ᵗʰ Centuries, or one of their 
descendants (see Marrano below). Or as the British Jewish historian Cecil 
Roth summarised it: 
"They were Jews in all but name, and Christians in nothing but form."

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Converso
The Spanish Inquisition 
p. 27

9ᵗʰ of Av: Jews 
expelled from Spain

1492 200,000- 
300,000

The Alhambra Decree, aka the Edict of Expulsion, was issued on March 
31, 1492 ordering the expulsion of Jews by July 31. The primary 
purpose was to eliminate their influence on Spain's large converso 
population and ensure they did not revert to Judaism. As a result of 
the Alhambra decree and persecution in prior years, over 200,000 
Jews converted to Catholicism and between 40,000 and 100,000 were 
expelled (wiki); 200,000 were expelled (JVL); of the 300,000 - half were 
expelled / half were converted (Constantine's Sword). 
Christopher Columbus begins his diary with: 
"In the same month in which their Majesties [Ferdinand and Isabella] 
issued the edict that all Jews should be driven out of the kingdom and 
its territories, in the same month they gave me the order to undertake 
with sufficient men my expedition of discovery to the Indies." 
This was the largest expulsion of Jews in Europe prior to the 
Holocaust, and has become just as important a date in Jewish history 
as it has in American history.
The edict was formally and symbolically revoked on December 16, 
1968, following the Second Vatican Council (see entry below, 1962-65), 
a full century after Jews had been openly practicing their religion in 
Spain and synagogues were once more legal places of worship under 
Spain's Laws of Religious Freedom. 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Alhambra_Decree
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Expulsion_of_Jews
_from_Spain
Constantine's Sword 
p. 361
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/the-spanish-expulsion-
1492
http://www.
sephardicstudies.
org/1492account.html

Host desecration Medieval Christians believed that Jews would steal consecrated host 
wafers and desecrate them by stabbing them to make them bleed. 
According to the Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation, which became 
dogma at that time, a consecrated host wafer becomes the flesh of Jesus 
Christ. It was thus believed that Jews would steal and desecrate these 
wafers to reenact the crucifixion of Christ. In the 19ᵗʰ Century it was 
shown that the red color often found on the wafers was due to a fungus, 
micrococcus prodigiosus. 

http://www.zionism-
israel.
com/dic/Desecration_of
_the_host.htm
https://www.
huffingtonpost.
com/2013/06/03/illumin
ating-faith-eucharist-in-
medieval-life-and-art-
photos_n_3210234.html

Host desecration in 
Poznań, Poland

1399 Jews are charged with host desecration in Poznań, who bribed a 
Christian woman to steal hosts from a local church. Allegedly, the 
hosts were stabbed, and then they bled, and were thrown into a well. 
The Archbishop learned of the "blasphemy" and ordered that the 
Rabbi, 13 elders and the woman be tied to pillars and roasted alive 
over a slow fire. 
Today "miracle water" that comes from that well is sold at the church, 
made "miraculous" because of the hosts the Jews tossed into it. A sign 
above the faucet loosely translates like a nursery rhyme: 

"MIRACULOUS WATER
From the well in which Your Body was drowned
Many sick folks their health have found
But most of all we ask you, Lord
For health of soul to be restored."

So Deeply Scarred 
p. 41
http://www.
yivoencyclopedia.
org/printarticle.aspx?
id=322
https://blogs.timesofisrael.
com/walk-down-jew-
street/



Judaize Judaizers are those who teach it is necessary to adopt Jewish customs and 
practices, especially those found in the Law of Moses. 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Judaizers

Peruvian 
Inquisition: Last 
person to be 
executed for 
practising Judaism

1736 Ana de Castro was burned at the stake in Lima, Peru, after she was 
convicted of charges of being a “judaizer,” a backsliding convert to 
Christianity, among other things. She was apparently the last person to 
be executed by the Peruvian Inquisition for secretly practicing 
Judaism. The case also became notorious because an internal 
examination by the Church led to accusations that the inquisitors 
responsible for Castro’s case violated proper procedure and denied 
the defendant the opportunity to repent and save her life. She was 
imprisoned for 10 years, tortured on three separate occasions, and 
sentenced to death. After being paraded through the streets of Lima 
on the back of a mule, to the jeers and abuse of thousands of locals, 
her neck was broken, her body burned, and her ashes scattered in the 
Rimac River. The Church also confiscated her substantial fortune.

https://www.haaretz.
com/jewish/.premium-this-
day-1.5350711
http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
startyear=1730&endyear=1
739

Marrano A marrano was a Christianised Jew (or Moor) in medieval Spain, who 
professed conversion in order to avoid persecution, but continued to 
practise Judaism in secret (see Converso above). They were sometimes 
referred to as "New Christians"; today they are sometimes called "crypto-
Jews" in scholarly works. 
This religious duplicity, where they had to keep their Jewish identity 
hidden, resulted in them adopting Esther, who had to keep her Jewish 
identity a secret in the royal palace in order to become the king's wife, as 
their patron saint; they created the Festival of Santa Esterica to replace 
Purim, the Jewish festival that commemorates the defeat of Haman's plot 
to massacre the Jews. St. Esther's day, celebrated by the Catholic Church, 
is on July 1ˢᵗ .
The term marrano derives from the Spanish word meaning swine, or pig, 
and was a pejorative term for these "crypto-Jews" originally intended to 
impart a sense of loathing, rather than as a reference to Jews' reluctance 
to eat pork.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Marrano
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/marranos-
conversos-and-new-
christians
https://www.
timesofisrael.
com/queen-esther-
patron-saint-of-crypto-
jews/
https://www.jpost.
com/Jewish-
World/Judaism/The-
Book-of-Esther-The-
ultimate-disguise-
344557
http://www.
osservatoreromano.
va/en/news/marrano-
saint
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Festival_of_San
ta_Esterica

Isaac de Castro 
Tartas, a Marrano

1647 6 Isaac de Castro Tartas, a Marrano (a Jew forced to convert but secretly 
practising Judaism) is killed by the Inquisition. He recites the Shema 
and refuses to recant. Five others are burnt alive with him; 60 more 
are given life imprisonment.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Isaac_de_Castro_
Tartas
http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-
bin/logbrowse.pl?
trx=vx&list=h-
antisemitism&month=0605
&week=&msg=CZNFZjiilGFJ
LVVjL6CxpQ&user=&pw=

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaizers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaizers


New Christian 
(or Neo-Christian)

A New Christian is another term for a converso, or convert to Christianity. 
Old Christians, who claimed "pure unmixed" Spanish European bloodlines, 
wanted to legally and socially distinguish themselves from the New 
Christian conversos (converts to Christianity), who they considered to be 
tainted by virtue of their non-Spanish bloodlines. New Christians included 
not only recent converts, but also all their known baptized descendants 
with any fraction of New Christian blood up to the third generation. 
In Philip II's reign (1556-98) it included any person with any fraction of 
New Christian blood "from time immemorial". 
In 1772, Sebastião José de Carvalho e Melo decreed an end to the legal 
distinction between New Christians and Old Christians. 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/New_Christian

Tomas Trevino de 
Sobremont

April 11
1649

On April 11, 1649, Tomas Trevino de Sobremonte was burned to death 
at the stake in Mexico City, a victim of the Inquisition (see entry above 
for Mexican Inquisition at its peak, 1646-49). His crime: observing the 
"dead law of Moses" and its rites and ceremonies. In other words, 
while ostensibly living as a "New Christian" convert to Catholicism, 
Tomas continued secretly to practice the religion and observe the 
rituals and customs of Judaism. 
Among other accusations against him was one from his 13-year-old 
son, who testified that his father had scolded him when he prayed to 
the Virgin Mary to make it stop raining. According to the records of the 
Inquisition, Tomas told his son: 
“Shut up, you horse, God has no mother; if He created us, how could 
He be born? … Everything the Church believes is nonsense.” 
Given the opportunity to repent before his execution, and to kiss the 
cross, Tomas refused, and so was not afforded the privilege of being 
strangulated before being set afire. The priest accompanying Trevino 
to his death testified that in his final hours Trevino asserted that "he 
was a Jew and that he was resolved to live and die in the Law of 
Moses." 
Because he would not recant, he was denied the mercy of a quick 
death before the fire was lit and, instead, Trevino suffered a slow, 
agonizing death in the flames. He reportedly told his executioners, as 
the flames were being ignited, “Throw more wood on this fire, you 
wretched ones, because I am paying for this fire.”

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/tomas-trevino-de-
sobremonte
https://www.haaretz.
com/jewish/.premium-
1649-spain-s-secret-jews-
burned-1.5237752
https://www.
myjewishlearning.
com/article/tomas-trevino-
de-sobremonte/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Christian


Pogrom Pogrom is a Russian word meaning “to wreak havoc, to demolish 
violently.” Historically, the term refers to violent attacks by local non-
Jewish populations on Jews in the Russian Empire and in other countries. 
The first such incident to be labeled with the modern word pogrom is 
believed to be anti-Jewish rioting in Odessa in 1821. As a descriptive term, 
“pogrom” came into common usage with extensive anti-Jewish riots that 
swept Ukraine and southern Russia in 1881–1884, following the 
assassination of Tsar Alexander II.

https://encyclopedia.
ushmm.
org/content/en/article/p
ogroms

Kaunas pogrom, 
Lithuania

June 25-
29

1941

The Kaunas pogrom was a massacre of Jewish people living in Kaunas, 
Lithuania that took place in the first days of Operation Barbarossa (see 
entry above, May 13, 1941) and the Nazi occupation of Lithuania. On 
June 25, the first day of the pogrom, the rabbi of Slobodka, Rav 
Zalman Osovsky, was tied hand and foot to a chair, "then his head was 
laid upon an open volume of gemora (volume of the Talmud) and 
[they] sawed his head off" after which they murdered his wife and son. 
His head was placed in a window of the residence, bearing a sign: "This 
is what we'll do to all the Jews." 
The most infamous incident occurred in the Lietūkis garage, where 
several dozen Jewish men were publicly tortured and executed on 
June 27. This incident is well documented and photographed, partly 
because it was a public event. Some of them were killed with shovels, 
iron bars or by other barbaric methods. Once the total number of 
bodies reached 50, a man, nicknamed the "Death Dealer," fetched an 
accordion, climbed to the top of the pile of the corpses, and played 
the Lithuanian national anthem. 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Kaunas_pogrom
https:
//rarehistoricalphotos.
com/kovno-garage-
massacre-lithuania-1941/

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/pogroms
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/pogroms
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/pogroms
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/pogroms


Ritual murder The two principal feast-days associated with ritual murder have been 
Purim and Passover; the latter at Easter and the former about one month 
before it. 
When a Ritual Murder accusation was made at Purim, it was usually that 
of an adult Christian who was murdered for his blood; it is said that the 
blood was dried and the powder mixed into triangular cakes for eating; it 
was also said that the dried blood of a Purim murder might sometimes be 
used for the following Passover. 
When a Ritual Murder accusation was made at Passover, it was usually 
that of a child under seven years old, as perfect a specimen as possible, 
who was not only bled white, but crucified, sometimes circumcised and 
crowned with thorns, tortured, beaten, stabbed, and sometimes finished 
off by wounding in the side in imitation of the murder of Christ. It was 
also said that the blood taken from the child was mixed either in the 
powdered state or otherwise into the Passover bread (see blood libel 
above).

http://www.
jrbooksonline.
com/HTML-
docs/Jewish_Ritual_Mur
der.htm
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/blood-libel

First Ritual Murder 
Libel: St. William in 
Norwich, England

1144 The first medieval ritual murder libel - which set the pattern for 
subsequent accusations in England and France - arose against the 
background of the Civil War in England and Normandy between 1135-
53. 
A 12-year-old boy, William, was found dead on Easter Eve and the 
Jews were accused of killing him in a mock crucifixion. They were not, 
however, accused of using his blood for the making of matzos 
(matzot), although this would become a standard feature of later 
libels. (The idea behind the blood libel was to accuse Jews of killing 
Christians in order to obtain their blood. In almost all cases it was 
linked to the baking of matzos for Passover - Christians alleged that 
blood was an essential ingredient in matzos.) It was later presumed by 
scholars that the boy either died during a cataleptic fit or was killed by 
a sexual pervert. After Easter a synod convened and summoned the 
Jews to the Church court. The Jews refused on the grounds that only 
the king had jurisdiction over them and they feared that they would be 
subjected to "trial by ordeal". William was regarded as a martyred 
saint and a shrine was erected in his memory. In spite of this episode 
there was no immediate violence against the Jews. 
The origins of the ritual murder accusation go as far back as Apion (1ˢᵗ 
Century CE) an anti-Jewish Greek propagandist who accused the Jews 
of preparing a human sacrifice in the Temple, who was saved by King 
Antiochus Epiphanes. Over the years ritual murder libels continued, 
(even if in popular literature such as Geoffrey Chaucer's "Prioress' 
Tale" - see entry below, 1387) despite denunciations by various Popes. 
Possession of a saint's shrine bestowed great economic benefits on a 
town because sacred relics drew pilgrims, who spent money on 
offerings, board and lodging. For bones to be considered sacred relics 
they had to be killed by a heretic (i.e. a Jew). Such charges were used 
as an excuse to murder Jews as late as 1900 (see entry below for the 
Konitz Affair, 1900).

http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
anchor=1100ritual%
20murder
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Blood_libel



Event Year People 
affected 
/ deaths 

Comments and Details Reference

Antiquity
9ᵗʰ of Av: Kadesh 
Barnea

?? The 9ᵗʰ of Av, known in Hebrew as Tisha B'Av, has its beginnings at 
Kadesh Barnea. In Numbers 13:31, ten of the spies who were sent into 
the Promised Land said "...we can't attack those people; they are 
stronger than we are." 
As judgment, God decreed in Deuteronomy 1:35 "No one from this evil 
generation shall see the good land I swore to give your ancestors." 
In Jewish tradition, this occurred on the 9ᵗʰ of Av. Since then, it has 
been a date of misfortune in the Jewish calendar.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Kadesh_(biblical)
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/The_Twelve_Spies
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/kadesh
https://www.chabad.
org/library/article_cdo/aid/
246639/jewish/The-Scouts-
and-Their-Evil-Report.htm

9ᵗʰ of Av: First 
Temple destroyed

586 BCE The first Temple was completed by King Solomon. It was destroyed on 
the 9ᵗʰ of Av, 586 BCE by the Babylonians. 

The Talmud (Yoma 9b) suggests the theological reasons for the 
Temple's destruction: 

"Why was the first Sanctuary destroyed? Because of three [evil] things 
which prevailed there: idolatry, immorality, bloodshed." 

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/the-first-temple-
solomon-s-temple
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/the-ninth-of-av
http://www.templemount.
org/destruct1.html
https://www.britannica.
com/topic/Temple-of-
Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusal
em
http://www.aish.
com/h/9av/oal/48944076.
html
http://www.aish.
com/h/9av/oal/Crying-for-
Nothing-on-Tisha-BAv.html
https://thetorah.com/tisha-
bav-on-what-day-were-the-
jerusalem-temples-
destroyed/
http://www.yashanet.
com/library/temple/yoma9
b.htm

10ᵗʰ of Av: First 
Temple destroyed

586 BCE The fires that began on the 9ᵗʰ of Av continued to burn until the 
middle of the following day, the 10ᵗʰ of Av, leading the Talmudic sage 
Rabbi Yochanan to state: 
"Had I been alive in that generation, I would have fixed [the day of 
mourning] for the tenth [of Av], because the greater part of the Temple 
was burnt on that day." 
So, just as the 9ᵗʰ of Av has been a day of misfortune throughout 
Jewish history, so too has the 10ᵗʰ of Av been.

http://www.aish.
com/h/9av/oal/48967321.
html

Jews expelled from 
Rome, Italy

139 BCE The Jews were expelled after being accused of aggressive missionary 
efforts.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Claudius%
27_expulsion_of_Jews_fro
m_Rome
https://www.jstor.
org/stable/pdf/289501.pdf

http://www.aish.com/h/9av/oal/48967321.html
http://www.aish.com/h/9av/oal/48967321.html
http://www.aish.com/h/9av/oal/48967321.html


16ᵗʰ Century:   1500 - 1599
Auto-da-fé: Spain, 
Spanish colonies

16ᵗʰ 
Century

See main entry 1481. In chronological order from the first event, with 
multiple events per year in parentheses, the following is a list of auto-
da-fés where it is positively known that Jews were involved. Places in 
bold are either countries or regions; the rest are cities. For those 
marked with an asterisk*, see entry below for details:

Palma de Mallorca: 1506, 1509, 1510, 1511
Las Palmas: 1507, 1526
Mexico: 1528*, 1574, 1592
Valladolid: 1559
Seville: 1560
Murcia: 1562 (2)
Toledo: 1576, 1578, 1598

http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/2155-auto-da-
fe
http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
startyear=1480&endyear=1
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Jewish expulsions 16ᵗʰ 
Century

In chronological order from the first event, the following is a list of 
expulsions. Places in bold are either countries or regions; the rest are 
cities:

1501: Provence (France)
1504: Pilsen, West Bohemia
1506: Breslau, Bohemia
1510: Prussia; Brandenburg, Germany; Calabria, Italy (also 1524)
1510-11: Naples, Italy (also 1533, 1540-41)
1511: Apulia, Italy
1514: Strasbourg, France
1515: Genoa, Italy (also 1550, 1567); Laibach, Austria
1519: Regensburg, Germany
1537: Saxony
1539: Nauheim, Germany
1542: Bohemia
1550: Venice, Italy (paper expulsion)
1557: Prague, Czech Republic (also 1561)
1551: Bavaria
1555: Pesaro, Italy
1559: Austria
1567: Wurzburg, Germany
1569: Papal States (also 1593)
1571: Brandenburg, Austria (also 1593)
1573: Frankfurt on the Oder (in Brandenburg), Germany
1582: Holland; Hungary
1597: Milan, Cremona, Pavia & Lodi, Italy

https://www.
biblebelievers.org.
au/expelled.htm
http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
startyear=1560&endyear=1
569
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/3472-bohemia
http://www.
yivoencyclopedia.
org/article.
aspx/Bohemia_and_Moravi
a
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/History_of_the_Je
ws_in_Italy
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Timeline_of_antis
emitism
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/nauheim
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/frankfurt-on-the-oder
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/ceske-budejovice
https://books.openedition.
org/ceup/2136?lang=en



Blood libel 
accusations

16ᵗʰ 
Century

In chronological order from the first event, the following is a list of 
blood libel accusations. For those marked with an asterisk*, see entry 
below for details:

1504: Frankfort-on-the-Main
1505: Budweis* (child murder accusation; 9 Jews were burnt alive, 13 
Jews drowned themselves)
1518: Geisingen
1529: Poesing (30 Jews burned)
1540: Neuburg
1545: Amasia, Asia Minor (many hanged; Dr. Joseph Abiob burned)
1553: Asti (Jews imprisoned on murder charge)
1554: Rome (accusation through Hananel Foligno, averted by 
Alexander Farnese)
1564: Byelsk
1570: Brandenburg (case of Lippold)
1571: Hellerspring
1593: Frankfort-on-the-Main (blood accusation suggested in a trial of a 
Jew)
1598: Luck (3 Jews executed)

http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/3408-blood-
accusation

Host desecration 
accusations

16ᵗʰ 
Century

In chronological order from the first event, the following is a list of 
host desecration accusations. For those marked with an asterisk*, see 
entry below for details:

1504: Pilsen, West Bohemia
1510: Berlin, Germany (26 burned, 2 beheaded); Brandenburg, 
Germany (38 killed, 400-500 expelled)*
1559: Sochaczew, Poland

http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/7906-host-
desecration-of
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/pilsen

Pope Alexander VI 1500 Issued several papal bulls for collecting Crusade tithes, demanding for 
three years for the Turkish war 1/20ᵗʰ of Jewish property throughout 
the world. The most famous of his Crusade bulls was Quamvis ad 
amplianda ("Although to be broadened").

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/3822-bulls-
papal-concerning-jews
PDF download p. 71: 
memhung.unideb.hu/wp-
content/uploads/FTP/Jagell
o.pdf

Jews expelled from 
Provence

1501 King Louis XII ordered the final expulsion of the Jews from Provence in 
1501. In order to compensate for the loss to his revenues caused by 
their departure, Louis introduced a tax in 1512 on the remaining Jews 
there, who had accepted baptism. Known as the "tax of the 
neophytes," it amounted to a total of 6,000 livres. Down to the 18ᵗʰ 
Century, a number of noble Provençal families were held in discredit 
because they were reputedly descended from these "neophytes."

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/king-louis

Jews expelled from 
Pilsen, West 
Bohemia

1504 Jews were expelled from Pilsen as a result of a Host desecration 
charge, and the city was granted the privilege de non tolerandis 
Judaeis ("of not tolerating Jews").

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/pilsen

Victor Karbensky: 
Jewish apostate

1504 Karbensky, a Jewish apostate, was tasked with writing a pamphlet 
against Judaism. In this pamphlet he brings various accusations against 
the Jewish people, the responsibility for which he places on the 
Talmud. He recounts fabulous charges of Jewish persecution of 
apostates, and complains that even the poorest and most criminal and 
hardened Jews subject themselves to all manner of hardships rather 
than embrace Christianity. The pamphlet concludes with: 
"All this is due to the Talmud, which is the source of all evil, and which 
the Jews hold in greater reverence than the ten commandments of 
God." 

http://www.sacred-texts.
com/jud/t10/ht117.htm

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3408-blood-accusation
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3408-blood-accusation
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3408-blood-accusation
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3408-blood-accusation
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/king-louis
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/king-louis
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/king-louis
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/pilsen
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/pilsen
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/pilsen
http://www.sacred-texts.com/jud/t10/ht117.htm
http://www.sacred-texts.com/jud/t10/ht117.htm


Ritual murder 
accusation in 
Budweis, Bohemia

1505 22 As a result of anti-Jewish riots, nine Jews were accused of ritual 
murder and burned alive, while 13 more drowned themselves. The 
next year 23 Jewish children were forcibly baptized and the rest of the 
Jews were expelled from the city. Jews were permitted to settle again 
only after 1848.

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/ceske-budejovice
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/3408-blood-
accusation
http://www.
yivoencyclopedia.
org/article.
aspx/Blood_Libels_and_Ho
st_Desecration_Accusation
s

Johannes 
Pfefferkorn

1505 Pfefferkorn converted from Judaism to Christianity to escape the 
penalty for theft, and was baptised together with his family in 1505. 
He placed himself under the protection of the Dominican friars, who 
published his antisemitic tracts written between 1507-09, where he 
demonstrated that Jewish literature was hostile to Christianity: Der 
Judenspiegel ("Jews' Mirror", 1507); Die Judenbeicht ("Jewish 
Confession", 1508); Das Osterbuch ("Passover Book", 1509); and Der 
Judenfeind ("Enemy of the Jews", 1509). 
These works demanded that the Jews should give up the practice of 
usury, be employed in the most menial tasks only, and attend Christian 
sermons; that the Talmud be confiscated or destroyed; and 
recommended the expulsion of Jews from the last German cities which 
had sizable Jewish communities – Frankfurt, Worms, and Regensburg – 
unless such attendance took place (see expulsion from Regensburg, 
1519 below). 
In his Warnungsspiegel ("The Mirror of Warning"), he pretended to be 
a friend of the Jewish people, and, for their own good, desired to 
introduce Christianity among them, writing: 
"The causes which hinder the Jews from becoming Christians are three: 
First, usury; second, because they are not compelled to attend 
Christian churches to hear the sermons; and third, because they honor 
the Talmud." 
On the other hand, he condemned the persecution of the Jews as an 
obstacle to their conversion, and defended them against the charge of 
murdering Christian children for ritual purposes. 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Johannes_Pfefferk
orn
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/12081-
pfefferkorn-johann-joseph
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/pfefferkorn-johannes
http://www.newadvent.
org/cathen/11786a.htm
http://www.
newworldencyclopedia.
org/entry/Johannes_Pfeffer
korn
http://www.sacred-texts.
com/jud/t10/ht117.htm

Jews expelled from 
Breslau, Bohemia

1506 Jews were expelled from Breslau, and were permitted to settle again 
only after 1848.

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/ceske-budejovice
https://www.encyclopedia.
com/religion/encyclopedias
-almanacs-transcripts-and-
maps/ceske-budejovice

Lisbon massacre 1506 2,000 
plus

During a service at St. Dominics Church, the faithful were praying for 
the end of drought and plague that swept the country, when someone 
swore they saw the illuminated face of Jesus on the altar. A newly 
converted Jew raised doubts about the "miracle". He was beaten to 
death and then burned. The crowd, led by two Dominican monks, 
proceded to ransack Jewish houses and kill any Jews they could find. 
During the next few days countrymen, hearing about the massacre, 
came to Lisbon to join in. Over 2,000 Jews were killed during these 
three days. 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Lisbon_massacre
http://www.
jewishwikipedia.
info/massacre.html
http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
startyear=1500&endyear=1
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Ulrich Zasius 1508 Ulrich Zasius (1461-1536), German humanist and jurist, published 
Questiones de Parvulis Judaeorum Baptisandis ("The Problems of 
Baptising Jewish Children ") in 1508, a savage treatise assaulting 
Jewish parental rights, including the baptism of Jewish children against 
the will of their parents. This work summarised a long scholastic 
debate on a subject which involved both the right of the Jewish people 
to survive in Christendom and the power of the state to control the 
spiritual education of the children of all parents whatsoever. When 
Church officials began to selectively exploit his thinking from about the 
middle of the 17ᵗʰ Century, they used it to justify what amounted to 
kidnappings and the subsequent forced baptism of Jewish children. 
Quaestio I
His answer to the first quaestio is that princes have the right to baptise 
Jewish children without the consent of their parents so as to give them 
a new life, so long as parental murder doesn't result from this. But if 
some children were murdered by their parents to prevent their 
baptism, he writes: 
"It cannot be doubted that these children killed for the faith in Christ, 
and thus initiated by the baptism of blood, will share eternal life." 
Sympathy for the Jewish children was balanced out by his hatred for 
the adults: 
"But the cruelest of all, the Jews thirst after Christian blood, which 
these bloodthirsty bloodsuckers seek day and night. In these days and 
in our own land, they have spilled this [blood] more than once, as their 
accomplices in crime had testified to and had died for it [referring to a 
blood libel case four years earlier], which I cannot speak of without 
feeling my heart beating with pain." 
For the Jews as a people he had nothing but contempt, and the only 
practical solution to "the Jewish question" was expulsion: 
"Why then should the princes not be allowed to eliminate such truly 
professed enemies, such truculent beasts, and expel them from the 
territories of Christians? Let that most loathsome scum sink beneath 
the darkness of the horizon." 
He assures the reader that one should not fear for the disappearance 
of the "seed of Israel", for even if there were no Jews among Christians 
there would still be "an infinite mob of the circumcised" among the 
infidels. 
He ends the first quaestio with three conclusions:
1) it is not only within the power but the actual duty of the princes 
(and other superiors of the Jews) to baptise Jewish children
2) not only the prince, but any good Christian could, on occasion, 
baptise Jewish children (see the Mortara Case below, 1858)
3) although it is not simple to compel adult Jews to accept baptism 
without some terror and coercion, force can be applied.
Quaestio II
In the second quaestio, he debates the pros and cons of whether a 
Jewish child who seeks conversion voluntarily could be baptised, and 
concludes that a child of seven has attained sufficient rational faculty 
to decide on his own salvation, seven being the age of consent when a 
child can inherit property, decide on marriage, sin, lie, and tell the 
truth.
Quaestio III
In the third quaestio, he answers objections based on contractual law 
against the forced baptism of the child in question. 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Ulrich_Zasius
https://www.jstor.
org/stable/2539741?
seq=1#page_scan_tab_cont
ents
The Myth of Ritual Murder 
pp. 115-18
Holy Hatred PDF 
p. 105



Victor von Carben 
writes against the 
Jews

1509 Victor von Carben (1422–1515) was a German rabbi of Cologne who 
converted to Catholicism when he was 49 (leaving his wife and 
children), and later became a priest. He endeavored to show his zeal 
for his new religion by writing against his former coreligionists. After 
his death in 1515 the following epitaph was engraved on the door of 
the church of Sainte-Ursule at Cologne: 
"Victor, formerly a Jew, wrote in the year 1509 four works against the 
errors of the Jews." 
He disputed with learned Jews before the Archbishop of Cologne at 
Bonn in 1480, which led to the expulsion of Jews from Brühl, Deutz, 
and other towns in the Diocese of Cologne. He wrote to the 
archbishop, congratulating him on having "plucked away the weeds 
from his bishopric and ridden it of Jews", though he tried to persuade 
Christians that mistreating Jews would not aid in their conversion.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Victor_von_Carbe
n#cite_note-JE-3
https://www.encyclopedia.
com/religion/encyclopedias
-almanacs-transcripts-and-
maps/carben-karben-
victor-von
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/4020-carben-
victor-of

Emperor 
Maximilian: 
confiscation of 
Jewish books

Sept 8
1509

Johannes Pfefferkorn (see entry above, 1505) succeeded in persuading 
Emperor Maximilian I to issue a mandate permitting the confiscation 
and destruction of all Jewish books opposing Christianity, including 
prayer books, with the exception of the Bible. The confiscations took 
place on Friday, September 8, 1509, in Frankfurt and subsequently in 
Mainz, Bingen, and other German cities. 

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/pfefferkorn-johannes
http://www.newadvent.
org/cathen/11786a.htm
https://www.britannica.
com/biography/Johannes-
Joseph-Pfefferkorn

Jews expelled from 
Brandenburg, 
Germany

1510 38 Host desecration accusation in Knoblauch results in 38 Jews being 
executed, and the remaining 400-500 Jews expelled from 
Brandenburg. 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Host_desecration
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/host-desecration-of
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/brandenburg

Jews expelled from 
Calabria, Italy

1510 Jews and New Christians are expelled. https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/calabria
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/History_of_the_Je
ws_in_Calabria

Jews expelled from 
Naples, Italy

1510-11 Jews were expelled from Naples in 1510-11. A few individuals may 
have returned, but attempts to reside there were finally terminated 
with the second expulsion in 1540-41.

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/aquila
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/History_of_the_Je
ws_in_Naples

Jews expelled from 
Apulia, Italy

1511 A series of expulsions started 1511. Most Jews and neofiti (converted 
Jews) were expelled and or tortured to death. Most Jewish property 
was seized and all remaining synagogues were rededicated as Catholic 
Churches. By 1540, the last expulsion finally ended Jewish life in 
Apulia.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/History_of_the_Je
ws_in_Apulia

Martin Luther's 
letter to Reverend 
Spalatin

1514 Luther's first known comment about the Jews is in a letter written to 
Reverend Spalatin in 1514, where his antisemitism is already apparent: 
"I have come to the conclusion that the Jews will always curse and 
blaspheme God and his King Christ, as all the prophets have predicted. 
He who neither reads nor understands this, as yet knows no theology, 
in my opinion... Conversion of the Jews will be the work of God alone 
operating from within, and not of man working - or rather playing - 
from without. If these offences be taken away, worse will follow. For 
they are thus given over by the wrath of God to reprobation, that they 
may become incorrigible, as Ecclesiastes says, for every one who is 
incorrigible is rendered worse rather than better by correction."

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/On_the_Jews_and
_Their_Lies
https://sourcebooks.
fordham.
edu/mod/1514luther.asp

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_Apulia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_Apulia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_Apulia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_Apulia


Jews expelled from 
Genoa, Italy

1515 Jews were readmitted a year later (1516), and expelled again in 1550 
(see entry below).

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/genoa

Jews expelled from 
Laibach, Austria

1515 In 1510 Emperor Maximilian decreed that Jews should be protected in 
their ancient privileges; but in 1513 he yielded to the demands of the 
citizens, and prohibited them from engaging in mercantile pursuits. 
Finally, on January 1, 1515, upon the petition of the citizens, they were 
expelled.

http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/9585-laibach
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/ljubljana

First use of the term 
"Ghetto", Venice

1516 The "Ghetto" refers to an enclosed place where European Jews were 
relegated to live, and supposedly derives from the Italian "gettare", 
which refers to the casting of metal. The term was first used in Venice 
in 1516, when authorities required Jews to move to the island of 
Carregio (the Ghetto Nuovo, new ghetto), across from an area where 
an old copper foundry was located (the Ghetto Vecchio, old ghetto). 
The ghetto in Venice was enclosed by a wall and gates that were 
locked at night. Jews had to observe a curfew, and were required to 
wear yellow hats and badges to distinguish themselves, a practise that 
the Nazis would later adapt in the 20ᵗʰ Century. It is the oldest Jewish 
ghetto in the world (see entry for the Synod of Breslau above, 1267).

https://www.
myjewishlearning.
com/article/jewish-ghettos-
of-europe/
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Venetian_Ghetto

Martin Luther's 95 
Theses: 
Reformation begins

1517 While this LIST focuses on Christian persecution of Jews, 1517 was an 
important year in Christian history which needs mentioning for 
completeness sake. Martin Luther's legacy was 2-fold: by writing his 95 
Theses he launched the Reformation, but his writings were also 
antisemitic (the focus of this LIST), and became the ammunition the 
Nazis needed to legitimise their persecution of the Jews. 
Luther rejected several teachings and practices of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and disputed their views on indulgences, views which were 
expressed in his 95 Theses:
"26. The pope does very well when he grants remission to souls in 
purgatory, not by the power of the keys, which he does not have, but 
by way of intercession for them."
"27. They preach only human doctrines who say that as soon as the 
money clinks into the money chest, the soul flies out of purgatory."
"32. Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation 
because they have indulgence letters will be eternally damned, 
together with their teachers."
"36. Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of 
penalty and guilt, even without indulgence letters."
"45. Christians are to be taught that he who sees a needy man and 
passes him by, yet gives his money for indulgences, does not buy papal 
indulgences but God's wrath."
"49. Christians are to be taught that papal indulgences are useful only 
if they do not put their trust in them, but very harmful if they lose their 
fear of God because of them."

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Martin_Luther
https://www.history.
com/topics/reformation/m
artin-luther-and-the-95-
theses
https://www.history.
com/this-day-in-
history/martin-luther-
posts-95-theses
https://www.luther.
de/en/95thesen.html

Martin Luther 
challenges 
"Servitude of the 
Jews"

1519 Luther challenged the doctrine Servitus Judaeorum ("Servitude of the 
Jews"), established in the Justinian Code in 529 (see entry above), 
writing: 
"Absurd theologians defend hatred for the Jews. ... What Jew would 
consent to enter our ranks when he sees the cruelty and enmity we 
wreak on them – that in our behavior towards them we less resemble 
Christians than beasts?"

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/On_the_Jews_and
_Their_Lies

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/genoa
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/genoa
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/genoa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_the_Jews_and_Their_Lies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_the_Jews_and_Their_Lies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_the_Jews_and_Their_Lies


Jews expelled from 
Regensburg, 
Germany

1519 800 Upon the death of Emperor Maximilian I, who had long protected the 
Jews, the opportunity was taken to expel 800 Jews from Regensburg. 
Their synagogue was razed and a chapel built on the site, and 5,000 
tombstones from the Jewish cemetery were used as building material. 
In 1669 they were allowed to return, but it wouldn't be until 1841 that 
a new synagogue was dedicated.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/History_of_the_Je
ws_in_Regensburg
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Regensburg_Syna
gogue
https://www.haaretz.
com/jewish/.premium-
1519-regensburgs-jews-
are-driven-out-of-the-city-
1.5324733

Martin Luther 
writes a 
commentary on the 
Magnificat

1521 In his commentary on the Magnificat (a canticle used in Christian 
liturgy, especially at vespers and evensong, the text being the hymn of 
the Virgin Mary in Luke 1:46–55), Luther is critical of the emphasis 
Judaism places on the Torah, the first five books of the Old Testament. 
He states: 
"The sole difference is, they believed in the coming and promised Seed; 
we believe in the Seed that is come and has been given... But the 
subsequent giving of the law to the Jews is not on a par with this 
promise. The law was given in order that by its light they might the 
better come to know their cursed state and the more fervently and 
heartily desire the promised Seed; wherein they had an advantage over 
all the heathen world. But they turned this advantage into a 
disadvantage; they undertook to keep the law by their own strength, 
and failed to learn from it their needy and cursed state. They thus shut 
the door upon themselves, so that the Seed was compelled to pass 
them by. They still continue in this state, but God grant not for long. 
Amen."
He concludes the letter with: 
"For this promise of God does not lie that the promise was made to 
Abraham and to his seed, not for one year or for a thousand years, but 
in secula, that is, from one generation to another, without end. We 
ought, therefore, not to treat the Jews in so unkindly a spirit, for there 
are future Christians among them, and they are turning every day." 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Martin_Luther_an
d_antisemitism
FULL TEXT as PDF: 
https://www.checkluther.
com/wp.../1521-The-
Magnificat-Translated-and-
Explained.pdf

Edict in Trieste 1522 The Trieste authorities declared that "all Jews are God's creatures, and 
so no one should stone their houses or harass them."

Holy Hatred p. 74
A History of Catholic 
Antisemitism p. 64



Martin Luther 
publishes: "That 
Jesus was Born a 
Jew"

1523 In his essay "That Jesus Christ Was Born a Jew", Luther condemned the 
inhumane treatment of the Jews and urged Christians to treat them 
kindly. Luther's fervent desire was that Jews would hear the gospel 
proclaimed clearly and be moved to convert to Christianity, arguing:
"If I had been a Jew and had seen such dolts and blockheads govern 
and teach the Christian faith, I would sooner have become a hog than 
a Christian. They have dealt with the Jews as if they were dogs rather 
than human beings; they have done little else than deride them and 
seize their property. When they baptize them they show them nothing 
of Christian doctrine or life, but only subject them to popishness and 
monkery ... If the apostles, who also were Jews, had dealt with us 
Gentiles as we Gentiles deal with the Jews, there would never have 
been a Christian among the Gentiles ... When we are inclined to boast 
of our position [as Christians] we should remember that we are but 
Gentiles, while the Jews are of the lineage of Christ. We are aliens and 
in-laws; they are blood relatives, cousins, and brothers of our Lord. 
Therefore, if one is to boast of flesh and blood the Jews are actually 
nearer to Christ than we are ... If we really want to help them, we must 
be guided in our dealings with them not by papal law but by the law of 
Christian love. We must receive them cordially, and permit them to 
trade and work with us, that they may have occasion and opportunity 
to associate with us, hear our Christian teaching, and witness our 
Christian life. If some of them should prove stiff-necked, what of it? 
After all, we ourselves are not all good Christians either."

Luther and the Jews 
p. 70
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/On_the_Jews_and
_Their_Lies

Auto-da-fé: Mexico 1528-
1850

In 1528 the first auto-da-fé to take place in the New World occurred in 
Mexico. One of its first victims was Hernando Alsono, one of Cortés' 
conquistadors, who was burnt at the stake with another "Judaizer". An 
official Office of the Inquisition was set up in 1571. The last recorded 
auto-da-fé ever to take place was recorded in Mexico in 1850 (see 
entry below).

http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
startyear=1520&endyear=1
529
https://www.britannica.
com/topic/auto-da-fe

Anthonius 
Margaritha

1530 Anthonius Margaritha was a Jew who converted to Christianity in 
1522, and was a possible source for some of Martin Luther's concept 
of Judaism. He lost a public debate in 1530 with Josel of Rosheim 
before Charles V and his court at Augsburg, was imprisoned and then 
expelled from Augsburg. 
He is best known for his book Der gantze Jüdisch Glaub (The Whole 
Jewish Faith), published in 1530, where he ridiculed Jewish 
ceremonies, accused the Jews of usury and of sentiments hostile to 
Christians and Christianity, and argued against their Messianic hopes. 
He denounced the 'Alenu prayer as anti-Christian in tendency. 
Declaiming against the usury and idleness of the Jews, he appealed to 
the magistrates to remedy the evil and to force the Jews to perform 
manual labor. He charged the Jewish physicians with ignorance and 
greediness, and asserted that, despite their minuteness in ritual, the 
Jews were neither pious nor charitable, and that, notwithstanding 
their apparent aversion to proselytism, they were eager to gain 
adherents to their faith. That Luther approvingly appealed to the 
treatise multiple times in On the Jews and Their Lies and even 
encouraged his readers to read it for themselves is evidence that it 
exerted a fairly significant influence on him. It was repeatedly 
reprinted and cited by antisemites over the coming centuries.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Anton_Margaritha
http://www.theologian.org.
uk/churchhistory/lutherand
thejews.html#_ftnref30
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/10404-
margarita-antonius



Earthquake in 
Lisbon, Portugal

Jan 26
1531

The Lisbon earthquake occurred on January 26 in Portugal. The 
earthquake and subsequent tsunami resulted in approximately 30,000 
deaths. The earthquake caused great destruction in Santarem, 40 
miles away, and was ascribed by the fanatic monks to the fact that the 
city tolerated these "secret Jews" within its walls. Riots forced them to 
flee to the mountains where many died from cold and lack of food.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/1531_Lisbon_eart
hquake
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/13184-
santarem
http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-
bin/logbrowse.pl?
trx=vx&list=h-
antisemitism&month=0605
&week=&msg=CZNFZjiilGFJ
LVVjL6CxpQ&user=&pw=

Pope Clement VII 1531 Pope Clement VII issued papal bull cum ad nihil magis ("When no 
more"), which formally established the Inquisition in three cities in 
Portugal: Evora, Coimbra and Lisbon (see entry below when the 
Portuguese Inquisition formally began, 1536.)

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/2155-auto-da-
fe

Pope Clement VII 1533 Pope Clement VII issued papal bull Sempiterno regi ("Eternal king") 
partially condemning the forced baptism of Portuguese Jews. 
Admitting that forced conversion could often lead to dissimulation, he 
pardoned conversos (New Christians) accused of Judaising.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/New_Christian
Renaissance Impostors and 
Proofs of Identity p. 59

Pope Paul III 1535 Pope Paul III issued papal bull Illius Vides ("They seem to") which 
condemns Christians who pay homage to Judaism in secret: 
“We have received knowledge that in the greatest part of the Kingdom 
of Portugal several converts from Jewish falsity - called new Christians - 
return to the Rite of the Jews…”

https://tradidi.com/popes-
church-fathers-saints-
condemn-
jews#footnoteref30_zhsnl6
t

Martin Luther: Jews 
of Saxony

1536 Luther's prince, John Frederick, Elector of Saxony, issued a mandate 
that prohibited Jews from inhabiting, engaging in business in, or 
passing through his realm. Rabbi Josel of Rosheim, asked a reformer, 
Wolfgang Capito, to approach Luther in order to obtain an audience 
with the prince, but Luther refused every intercession. In response to 
Josel, Luther referred to his unsuccessful attempts to convert the 
Jews: 
"I would willingly do my best for your people but I will not contribute to 
your [Jewish] obstinacy by my own kind actions. You must find another 
intermediary with my good lord." 
The Jews were expelled in 1537 (see entry below).

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/On_the_Jews_and
_Their_Lies

Portuguese 
Inquisition

1536-
1821

c. 40,000 The Portuguese Inquisition was formally established in Portugal proper 
in 1536 at the request of its king, John III (see entry above under Pope 
Clement VII, 1531). In the period after the Medieval Inquisition, it was 
one of three different manifestations of the wider Christian Inquisition 
along with the Spanish Inquisition and Roman Inquisition. 
The major targets were those who had converted from Judaism to 
Catholicism, the conversos, (also known as New Christians, conversos 
or marranos), who were suspected of secretly practising Judaism. 
Many of these were originally Spanish Jews who had left Spain for 
Portugal, when Spain forced Jews to convert to Christianity or leave. 
The number of victims is estimated as around 40,000.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Portuguese_Inquis
ition
http://www.
jewishwikipedia.
info/inquisitions.html
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/John_III_of_Portu
gal

Jews expelled from 
Saxony

1537 Duke John Frederick of Saxony, who was a strong supporter of the 
Reformation, ordered the expulsion of the Jews from Saxony (see 
entry above, 1536).

http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/10196-luther-
martin
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Martin Luther 
writes the treatise 
"Against the 
Sabbatarians"

1538 In this treatise, published in the form of an open letter, Luther gives 
his scriptural argument for why God had “forsaken” the Jews. He also 
said that it was reasonable to assume that for the 1,500 years since 
Jesus, God had paid the Law “no heed.” The name "Sabbatarian" 
comes from those who observe the Sabbath on Saturday, i.e. the Jews. 
This work is a key work in his transition towards his later antisemitism: 
"However, since David's throne, which God declares is not to be 
destroyed or fall, has been destroyed now for fifteen hundred years, it 
is incontrovertible that either the Messiah came fifteen hundred years 
ago and occupied the throne of his father David, and forever occupies 
it, or God has become a liar in his most glorious promise because of evil 
men and disobedient Jews. But this God did not want and never will 
want. No, the Jews are slandering God and deceiving themselves when 
they accuse God of breaking faith and trust with David because he did 
not send the Messiah in the manner they would have liked and as they 
prescribe and imagine him to be. I know this argument is true. Where 
there are still reasonable Jews, it must move them, and it must even 
upset the obdurate ones a little, for they cannot bring any substantial 
evidence against it. But if it does not move them or make them waver, 
we have nonetheless substantiated our own faith, so that their foul 
and worthless lies and idle chatter cannot harm us. And if they do not 
stick to the point of the argument but evade the issue by resorting to 
other twaddle, as they like to do, let them go their way and you go 
yours. It only shows you how they are given to babbling and lying."

https://concordiatheology.
org/2010/05/luther%E2%
80%99s-writing-against-
emerging-sabbatarianism/
https://www.nlnrac.
org/node/252
https://www.jpost.
com/Opinion/Op-Ed-
Contributors/Martin-
Luther-revisited
http://www.theologian.org.
uk/churchhistory/lutherand
thejews.html
FULL TEXT as PDF: 
files.christogenea.
org/staropramen/AgainstSa
bbatariansLuther1538.pdf

Martin Bucer; Philip 
I, Landgrave of 
Hesse

1538-39 When Philip of Hesse's law on the protection of the Jews in his 
territory expired in 1538, he commissioned Bucer to create a new 
policy. Philip gave him a draft that was tolerant in the regulation of 
their affairs. Bucer rejected the favourable conditions and 
recommended that Jews be prohibited from all trades except those 
providing minimum subsistence. His Judenratschlag ("Jews advice") 
also included his first use of negative stereotypes of the Jews. 
Philip's ordinance of 1539 represented a compromise - it didn't 
unequivocally legalise the presence of Jews in Hesse, but made it 
dependent on the goodwill of the Landgrave. Philip allowed the Jews 
to engage in trade and commerce (against Bucer's advice), and 
permitted them to work as moneylenders in restricted circumstances 
and under strict supervision. He translated some of Bucer's religious 
demands into legal precepts, such as the abjuration of all "blasphemy" 
against Christ or against the Christian faith; the prohibition of the 
Talmud; a ban on the construction of any new synagogues; the 
obligation to attend sermons aimed at missionising them; the death 
penalty for Jews and Christians living together; and demanded that the 
fee Jews paid in exchange for their protection be proportional to their 
respective wealth, in order that they not be exploited mercilessly. 
Philip's ordinance turned this precept into a tool for regulating the 
immigration of Jews or for arranging for their expulsion. As a result, 
many Jews chose to leave Hesse.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Martin_Bucer
Martin Bucer: A Reformer 
and His Times p. 158

Jews expelled from 
Naples, Italy

1540-41 The first expulsion of the Jews occurred in 1510-11. While a few 
individuals may have returned since then, any attempts to reside there 
were finally terminated with the second expulsion in 1540-41.

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/aquila
https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/timeline-of-jewish-
history-in-italy
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/History_of_the_Je
ws_in_Naples

Pope Paul III 1540 Pope Paul III issued papal bull granting Neo-Christians family property 
except that gained by usury; also municipal rights, but must not marry 
among themselves or be buried among Jews.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
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Andreas Osiander 1540 Andreas Osiander authored a tract "Whether It be True and Credible 
That the Jews Secretly Strangulate Christian Children and Make Use of 
Their Blood" in 1529, which was published anonymously in 1540, that 
systematically and forcefully refuted the charge of Jewish ritual 
murder of Christian children. Osiander was a Christian Hebraist who 
engaged in the study of Kabbalah (the ancient Jewish tradition of 
mystical interpretation of the Bible) and had a thorough knowledge of 
rabbinic literature and the Talmud. He argued that it is “inconceivable 
that the Jews should murder children and make use of their blood” 
when their own Kosher laws forbade them even to eat the meat of 
animals containing blood. The treatise appeared just as the 
investigation of one such supposed murder at Tittingen was ongoing.

http://www.theologian.org.
uk/churchhistory/lutherand
thejews.html#_ftnref20

Johann Eck 1541 Johann Eck was a German theologian and theological opponent of 
Luther. In "Refutation of a Jew-Book", Eck based his passionate 
argument of the historical reality of Jewish ritual murder on his own 
personal experience. According to Eck, he had actually “placed his own 
fingers in the wound of a child who had died four weeks before at the 
hand of the Jews of Waldkirch in the Breisgau in 1503.” The book also 
includes a call for “new and more stringent laws” against Jews and 
strong condemnation of usury. He accused the Nuremberg reformer 
Andreas Osiander (see 1540) of being a "Jew-protector" and "Jew-
father", and no fewer than 19 times reviled the Jews, and called them 
"a blasphemous race".
Eck believed that Jews were murderous by nature: bloodthirsty 
magicians who reveal the demonic in their behavior, the very image of 
the Devil seeking Christian blood, which they need to wash away their 
stigma for having murdered Christ. He repeated myths that Jewish 
men menstruate, that only Christian blood could cure Jewish ills, and 
that the Jews of Genoa had murdered a Christian child, using his blood 
as a sauce into which they dipped pieces of fruit to eat. He concluded 
that Christian persecutions of Jews were justified as self-defense.

http://www.theologian.org.
uk/churchhistory/lutherand
thejews.html#_ftnref22
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Johann_Eck
Holy Hatred PDF 
p. 106
Holy Hatred p. 87

Auto-da-fé: 
Portugal, 
Portuguese colonies

1541-
1761

See main entry 1481. In chronological order from the first event, with 
multiple events per year in parentheses, the following is a list of auto-
da-fés in the 16ᵗʰ Century where it is positively known that Jews were 
involved:

Lisbon: 1541
Evora: 1541
Porto: 1543
Lima (Peru): 1580, 1582

http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/2155-auto-da-
fe
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Roman Inquisition 1542-
1860

In 1542 Pope Paul III established the Congregation of the Holy Office of 
the Inquisition as a permanent congregation staffed with cardinals and 
other officials. It had the tasks of maintaining and defending the 
integrity of the faith and of examining and proscribing errors and false 
doctrines; it thus became the supervisory body of local Inquisitions. 
The Roman Inquisition was responsible for prosecuting individuals 
accused of committing offenses relating to heresy, including 
Protestantism, sorcery, immorality, blasphemy, Judaizing and 
witchcraft, as well as for censorship of printed literature.
The penances and sentences for those who confessed or were found 
guilty were pronounced together in a public ceremony at the end of all 
the processes. This was the sermo generalis, or auto-da-fé. Penances 
might consist of a pilgrimage, a public scourging, a fine, or the wearing 
of a cross. The wearing of two tongues of red or other brightly colored 
cloth, sewn onto an outer garment in an "x" pattern, marked those 
who were under investigation. The penalties in serious cases were 
confiscation of property or imprisonment. The most severe penalty 
the inquisitors could themselves impose was life imprisonment. Thus, 
when the inquisitors handed a guilty person over to civil authorities, it 
was tantamount to a demand for that person's execution.
The Roman Inquisition was one of three different manifestations of 
the wider Catholic Inquisition, along with the Spanish Inquisition and 
the Portuguese Inquisition. 

http://www.
jewishwikipedia.
info/inquisitions.html
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Roman_Inquisitio
n

Jews expelled from 
Bohemia

May 4
1542

On May 4, 1542, when acting as the clerk at a meeting of the 
Parliament of Bohemia, Joachim II agreed to the following resolution: 
“Regarding the decision from the last meeting concerning the Jews 
that led to the expulsion of the Jews from Bohemia by His Majesty the 
King based on a request by all three ranks [nobility, clergy and citizens] 
which has been inscribed into the records of the meeting, it is resolved 
that His Majesty the King shall maintain this decision and that no Jews 
shall be permitted to take residence in Bohemia now and for eternity. 
Those who are found in this kingdom shall lose their head. The only 
exceptions shall be those who received from the King, on the most 
recent St. George's Day, a Letter of Dispensation which they can 
present to anybody and to those coming to pay their debts. These Jews 
are to write down all their claims and hand this record to the high 
bailiff of the Kingdom of Bohemia before the feast day of Saint John. If 
they fail to do so before the feast day of Saint John, they shall not 
retain any right on these claims.” 

https://www.jewishgen.
org/yizkor/bohemia/boh52
9.html#5r
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/3472-bohemia

Pope Paul III 1542 Pope Paul III issued papal bull Cupientes judaeos ("We the Jews") 
granting privileges in favour of neophytes (new converts).

http://www.zionism-israel.
com/hdoc/Papal_Bulls_Jew
s.htm
http://www.
jewishwikipedia.
info/catholicism.html



Martin Luther 
publishes "On the 
Jews and Their Lies"

1543 "On the Jews and Their Lies" is a 65,000-word antisemitic treatise 
written in 1543 by the German Reformation leader Martin Luther, was 
reprinted 5 times during his lifetime, and came just 20 years after he 
wrote positively about them in his essay "That Jesus was Born a Jew" 
(see entry above, 1523). 
In the first 10 sections of the treatise, Luther expounds, at 
considerable length, upon his views concerning Jews and Judaism and 
how these compare to Protestants and Protestant Christianity. 
Following the exposition, Section XI of the treatise advises Protestants 
to carry out seven remedial actions in response to the question "What 
shall we Christians do with this rejected and condemned people, the 
Jews" with the following suggestions:
"First, to set fire to their synagogues or schools… This is to be done in 
honor of our Lord and of Christendom, so that God might see that we 
are Christians…"
"Second, I advise that their houses also be razed and destroyed."
"Third, I advise that all their prayer books and Talmudic writings, in 
which such idolatry, lies, cursing, and blasphemy are taught, be taken 
from them..."
"Fourth, I advise that their rabbis be forbidden to teach henceforth on 
pain of loss of life and limb…"
"Fifth, I advise that safe-conduct on the highways be abolished 
completely for the Jews. For they have no business in the 
countryside…"
"Sixth, I advise that usury be prohibited to them, and that all cash and 
treasure of silver and gold be taken from them…"
"Seventh, I recommend putting a flail, an ax, a hoe, a spade, a distaff, 
or a spindle into the hands of young, strong Jews and Jewesses and 
letting them earn their bread in the sweat of their brow… But if we are 
afraid that they might harm us or our wives, children, servants, cattle, 
etc… then let us emulate the common sense of other nations such as 
France, Spain, Bohemia, etc… then eject them forever from the 
country…"
He cautions Christians against helping Jews: 
"Now let me commend these Jews sincerely to whoever feels the desire 
to shelter and feed them, to honor them, to be fleeced, robbed, 
plundered, defamed, vilified by them, and to suffer every evil at their 
hands - these venomous serpents are the devil's children, who are the 
most vehement enemies of Christ our Lord and us all. And if that is not 
enough, let him stuff them into his mouth, or crawl into their behind 
and worship this holy object... Then he will be a perfect Christian, filled 
with works of mercy - for which Christ will reward him on the day of 
judgment, together with the Jews - in the eternal fire of hell." 
Concerning the Jews and Israel he said: "The country roads are open 
for them to proceed to their land whenever they wish. If they did so, we 
would be glad to present gifts to them on the occasion; it would be 
good riddance."
Concerning whether or not to kill Jews: "our rulers must act like a good 
physician who, when gangrene has set in, proceeds without mercy to 
cut and saw… as Moses did in the wilderness, slaying 3,000 lest the 
whole people perish. They are a people possessed..."
“There is no other explanation for this than the one cited earlier from 
Moses - namely, that God has struck [the Jews] with 'madness and 
blindness and confusion of mind' [Deuteronomy 28:28]. So we are even 
at fault in not avenging all this innocent blood of our Lord and of the 
Christians which they shed for three hundred years after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and the blood of the children they have shed 
since then (which still shines forth from their eyes and their skin). We 
are at fault in not slaying them.”
Himmler wrote admiringly of his writings and sermons on the Jews, 
and of this treatise the German philosopher Karl Jaspers wrote: "There 
you already have the whole Nazi program".

Holy Hatred pp. 91-93
Holy Hatred PDF 
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Martin Luther 
publishes Von 
Schem Hamphoras 
und vom Geschlecht 
Christi: "Of the 
Unknowable Name 
and the Generations 
of Christ"

1543 Von Schem Hamphoras was written just a few months after "On the 
Jews and Their Lies" (see entry above, 1543), a 125-page book where 
he argues that the Jews are no longer the "chosen people" but the 
"devil's people". The Nazi Party used his writings to build up 
antisemitism during the 1930s and '40s, by exerting pressure on 
schools to incorporate it into the curriculum, and the Lutheran church 
to incorporate it into sermons. This book includes the quote on 
Judensau (see entry below, 1543), and this prophetic statement: 
"Even if they were punished in the most gruesome manner that the 
streets ran with their blood, that their dead would be counted, not in 
the hundred thousands, but in the millions, as happened under 
Vespasian in Jerusalem and for evil under Hadrian, still they must insist 
on being right even if after these 1,500 years they were in misery 
another 1,500 years, still God must be a liar and they must be correct. 
In sum, they are the devil’s children, damned to Hell... Perhaps, one of 
the merciful Saints among us Christians may think I am behaving too 
crude and disdainfully against the poor, miserable Jews in that I deal 
with them so sarcastically and insulting. But, good God, I am much too 
mild in insulting such devils…"

Holy Hatred p. 91
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Vom_Schem_Ham
phoras
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Martin_Luther_an
d_antisemitism
http://www.yashanet.
com/library/fathers.htm

Martin Luther 1543 Luther tries unsuccessfully to get the Jews expelled from Brandenburg. https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Martin_Luther_an
d_antisemitism

Martin Luther 
references the 
Judensau on his 
church

1543 Luther referenced the Judensau in his 125-page book Von Schem 
Hamphoras ("Of the Unknoweable Name" - see entry above, 1543) as 
being on his church: 
"Here in Wittenberg, in our parish church, there is a sow carved into 
the stone under which lie young pigs and Jews who are sucking; behind 
the sow stands a rabbi who is lifting up the right leg of the sow, raises 
behind the sow, bows down and looks with great effort into the 
Talmud under the sow, as if he wanted to read and see something 
most difficult and exceptional; no doubt they gained their Shem 
Hamphoras from that place..." 

Luther and the Jews 
p. 103
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Vom_Schem_Ham
phoras

The "Great Jews 
Privilege Charter" of 
Speyer

1544 At the diet (deliberative body of the Roman Empire) of 1544 in Speyer 
the Jews of the empire complained to emperor Charles V that they 
were mistreated and denied their given rights. This included beatings, 
tortures and killings, imprisonment, robbery, expulsion, closing of 
schools and synagogues, payment of tolls and duties and the denial of 
the right to appeal to the imperial or other courts. A trigger for the 
new wave of antisemitism in the empire can be seen in Martin Luther's 
antisemitic writings of 1543.
Accordingly, Charles V considered it necessary to renew and confirm 
the Jews' charter. At the same time these rights and privileges were 
extended to the Jews of the whole empire. Nobody was to have the 
right to close their schools and synagogues, to drive them out or 
hinder their use. Whoever violated the imperial constitutio pacis 
("establishment of peace") by infringing upon the rights of the Jews 
was to be punished by every authority. Every Jew was to have the right 
to do business in the empire and every authority was to protect him 
and not burden him with tolls or duties. Jews were not required to 
wear "Jewish insignias" outside of their dwellings and no Jew was to 
be driven from his home without the emperor's expressed consent. 
Because Jews paid higher taxes but had no public offices, real estate or 
manual trade, they were allowed to charge higher interest rates than 
the Christians. It was forbidden to accuse Jews of using Christian blood 
without due proof and witness, to take them prisoner, to torture or to 
execute them. Infringements of this privilege were to be fined with 50 
marks in gold, one half to be paid to the emperor and the other to the 
Jewish community. In 1548 this charter was once more confirmed by 
Charles V and again by emperor Maximilian II in 1566.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_and_antisemitism


Martin Luther 
preaches four 
sermons warning 
against the Jews in 
Eisleben, Germany

1546 Shortly before his death on February 18, 1546 Luther preached four 
sermons in Eisleben, where he advocated that the authorities who 
could expel the Jews from their lands should do so if they don't 
convert to Christianity:
"Worse than these [i.e. those who despise the doctrine of the Gospel], 
you have the Jews yet in the land, who do great harm. We want to deal 
with them in a Christian manner now. Offer them the Christian faith 
that they would accept the Messiah, who is even their cousin and has 
been born of their flesh and blood; and is rightly Abraham’s Seed, of 
which they boast. Even so, I am concerned [that] Jewish blood may no 
longer become diluted and impure. First of all, you should propose to 
them that they be converted to the Messiah and allow themselves to 
be baptized, that one may see that this is a serious matter to them. If 
not, then we would not permit them [to live among us], for Christ 
commands us to be baptized and believe in Him... 
Now, here is what the Jews do: daily they only blaspheme and dishonor 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Since they do this and we know it, we should not 
permit it. Should I permit anyone to be with me, who dishonors, 
blasphemes, and curses my Lord Christ, I make myself a partner in 
another’s sins [1 Timothy 5:22]. I have enough sins of my own; 
therefore, you who are lords should not permit them [to remain with 
us], but drive them away. However, if they are converted, abandon 
their usury, and receive Christ, then we will willingly regard them our 
brothers. Otherwise, nothing will come of it, for they go too far. 
They are our public enemies. They do not stop blaspheming our Lord 
Christ, calling the Virgin Mary a whore, Christ, a bastard, and us 
changelings or abortions (Mahlkälber: "meal calves"). If they could kill 
us all, they would gladly do it. They do it often, especially those who 
pose as physicians—though sometimes they help—for the devil helps 
to finish it in the end... They administer poison to someone from which 
he could die in an hour, a month, a year, ten or twenty years. They are 
able to practice this art. Therefore, do not be involved with them as 
with those who do nothing else among you than heinously blaspheme 
our dear Lord Jesus Christ and deprive us of body, life, honor, and 
goods. 
Yet, we will show them Christian love and pray for them that they may 
be converted to receive the Lord, whom they should properly honor 
more than we. Whoever will not do this is no doubt a malicious Jew, 
who will not stop blaspheming Christ, draining you dry, and, if he can, 
killing [you]... 
If the Jews would be converted and stop their blaspheming and 
whatever else they have done to us, then we will gladly forgive them. If 
not, then we should not tolerate or permit them to be with us."

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Martin_Luther_an
d_antisemitism
https://en.wikisource.
org/wiki/Translation:
Warning_Against_the_Jews

John Knox 1547 First of three entries: see also 1558, 1560
John Knox (1513-72) was a Scottish minister, theologian, and writer 
who was a leader of Scotland's Reformation, and founded the 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland. He was also antisemitic, and in a 
public debate in 1547 likened the Roman Catholic Church to the 
"synagogue of Satan", a common pejorative for Jews: 
"For, as for your Roman kirk [church], as it is now corrupted, and the 
authority thereof, wherein stands the hope of your victory, I no more 
doubt but that it is the synagogue of Satan; and the head thereof, 
called the pope, to be that man of sin, of whom the apostle speaks, 
than that I doubt that Jesus Christ suffered by the procurement 
[contrivance] of the visible kirk of Jerusalem. Yea, I offer myself, by 
word or writing, to prove the Roman church this day farther 
degenerated from the purity which was in the days of the apostles, 
than was the church of the Jews from the ordinances given by Moses, 
when they consented to the innocent death of Jesus Christ."

http:
//semiticcontroversies.
blogspot.
com/2014/02/john-knox-
on-jews.html
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/John_Knox



Paper expulsion of 
Jews issued in 
Venice

July 23
1550

On July 23, 1550, a new edict of expulsion was issued in Venice, 
ordering the conversos to leave within two months. The French 
ambassador, de Morvilliers, explained that the conversos were “worse 
than the Hebrews because they are neither christians nor Jews.” In 
retrospect, it seems that the edict caused more panic than created a 
real turning point in Venetian policy, for attempts to expel the 
conversos were actually rebuffed by Christian merchants. It became 
clear that if local magistrates and merchants wanted to trade with the 
Levant, they had to consider the Jewish and converso businessmen 
and traders, who both held central positions in the Eastern 
Mediterranean and enjoyed the support of the Porte (the government 
of the Ottoman Empire). 

https://books.openedition.
org/ceup/2136?lang=en

Jews expelled from 
Genoa, Italy

1550 The Jews were expelled in 1515, readmitted a year later, and expelled 
again in 1550. In 1567 the expulsion was extended to the whole 
territory of the republic.

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/genoa

Jews expelled from 
Bavaria

1551 After previous expulsions from Bavaria, or towns within it (1276, 1442, 
1450, 1478, 1499, 1519), the few remaining Jews were finally expelled 
from the Duchy of Bavaria. Jewish settlement in Bavaria ceased until 
toward the end of the 17ᵗʰ Century, when a small community was 
founded in Sulzbach by refugees from Vienna. 
After the War of the Spanish Succession (1701-14), Jews of Austrian 
origin were expelled from Bavaria, but some were able to acquire the 
right to reside in Munich.

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/bavaria-germany
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Expulsions_and_e
xoduses_of_Jews

Inquisition burns 
Jewish books on 
Rosh Hashanah

1553 Only 33 years after the Talmud was first printed in Venice, copies of 
the Talmud and other Jewish tests were burnt, on the advice that 
when Jews are without the wisdom of their rabbis they will be more 
prepared and disposed to receive the Jewish faith. Rosh Hashanah was 
chosen as the date so that Jews would feel the grief more strongly.

https://www.haaretz.
com/jewish/this-day-
jewish-books-burn-1553-
1.5158477
http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
startyear=1550&endyear=1
559

Pope Julius III 1554 Pope Julius III issued papal bull Pastoris æterni vices ("Pastor 
wheeling") which imposed a tax of 10 gold ducats on two out of the 
115 synagogues in the Papal States.

http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/3822-bulls-
papal-concerning-jews

Jewish Oath in 
Germany

1555 In 1555, a German imperial court procedure 
(Reichskammergerichtsordnung) prescribed a form of oath that, with 
some alterations, formed a model to subsequent legislation, in which 
the swearer called down upon himself all the curses of Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy, the ten plagues of Egypt, the leprosy of Naaman and 
Gehazi (see II Kings 5), the fate of Dathan and Abiram, etc (see entry on 
Jewish Oath above, 1392).
The German-Jewish philosopher Moses Mendelssohn of the 
Enlightenment persuaded the Prussian government to moderate the 
terms of the oath during the 18ᵗʰ Century. The small German states 
gradually surrendered the most objectionable features of the oath: 
Hesse-Kassel (or Hesse-Cassel), in 1828; Oldenburg, 1829; 
Württemberg, 1832; Saxony, 1839 (on which occasion Zecharias 
Frankel published his famous "Die Eidesleistung"); Schaumburg-Lippe 
and Anhalt-Bernburg, 1842; and Hesse-Homburg, 1865. 
Prussia retained the obnoxious formula until March 15, 1869; the 
Netherlands modified the oath in 1818, and Russia in 1838 and 1860. 
The oath was abolished in Nîmes in 1827. The French Supreme Court 
finally declared the oath unconstitutional on March 3, 1846. Romania 
upheld that country's version of the oath as recently as 1902, but 
following criticism in the French press, finally abolished it in 1904, the 
last country in Europe to do so.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Oath_More_Judai
co
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/History_of_the_Je
ws_in_Romania
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/9043-judeneid

https://books.openedition.org/ceup/2136?lang=en
https://books.openedition.org/ceup/2136?lang=en
https://books.openedition.org/ceup/2136?lang=en
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/genoa
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/genoa
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/genoa
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3822-bulls-papal-concerning-jews
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3822-bulls-papal-concerning-jews
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3822-bulls-papal-concerning-jews
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3822-bulls-papal-concerning-jews


9ᵗʰ of Av: Papal bull 
of Pope Paul IV 
confined Jews into 
a walled ghetto in 
Rome

1555 3,000 Pope Paul IV issued papal bull Cum Nimis Absurdum ("Since it is 
absurd") which placed religious and economic restrictions on Jews in 
the Papal states. The bull takes its name from its first words, which 
goes on to say "Since it is absurd and utterly inconvenient that the 
Jews, who through their own fault were condemned by God to eternal 
slavery..." 
Jews had to wear badges and live in ghettos, with no property outside. 
3,000 people were confined to eight acres. Women had to wear a 
yellow veil or scarf; men a yellow pointed hat. All were required to 
attend compulsory Catholic sermons on the Jewish sabbath.
The Jews would be imprisoned in the Jewish ghetto in Rome until 
emancipation in 1870. Brief liberations occurred in 1808, 1816, 1830, 
1831, 1848, 1849. This, says James Carroll, pressured Jews to retreat 
inward to explore the spiritual world, since their physical world was so 
restrained, and would propel the Kabbalah into a much more popular 
area of Jewish study than it had ever been before.

Constantine's Sword p. 375.
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
https://www.haaretz.
com/jewish/1555-roman-
jews-banished-to-ghetto-
1.5295240
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Cum_nimis_absur
dum

John Calvin's 
Commentary on 
Daniel

1557 
onwards

In his commentary on Daniel 2:44-45 he writes: 
"I have had much conversation with many Jews- I have never seen 
either a drop of piety or a grain of truth or ingenuousness -- nay, I have 
never found common sense in any Jew."

https://www.ccel.
org/ccel/calvin/comment3/
comm_vol24/htm/viii.xxviii.
htm
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/John_Calvin_biblio
graphy

John Knox: The First 
Blast of the Trumpet 
against the 
Monstrous 
Regiment of 
Women

1558 Second of three entries: see also 1547, 1560
John Knox wrote this book against Queen Elizabeth I of England, in 
which he attacks female monarchs, arguing that rule by women is 
contrary to the Bible. 
The following quote illustrates that referring to someone as a Jew is a 
term of abuse, and argues that Spaniards are both the spiritual 
descendants of the Jews, (i.e. successors to the Jews who persecuted 
Jesus, the Apostles and Saint Paul) and their literal descendants: 
"As the odious nation of Spaniards does manifestly declare, who for 
very despite which they do bear against Christ Jesus, whom their 
forefathers did crucify (for Jews they are, as histories do witness, and 
they themselves confess), do this day make plain war against all true 
professors of his holy gospel." 
Thus he declares that it is no surprise that the Spaniards were 
persecuting Protestants as they had been the enemies of Christ since 
time immemorial.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/The_First_Blast_of
_the_Trumpet_Against_the
_Monstruous_Regiment_of
_Women
http:
//semiticcontroversies.
blogspot.
com/2014/02/john-knox-
on-jews.html
https://www.gutenberg.
org/files/9660/9660-
h/9660-h.htm



Index Librorum 
Prohibitorum, "List 
of Prohibited 
Books" is published

1559 The Index librorum prohibitorum ("List of Prohibited Books") was a list 
of books deemed heretical, and forbidden by Roman Catholic church 
as dangerous to the faith or morals of Catholics. It was first published 
two years earlier, in 1557, but withdrawn for unclear reasons. In 1559, 
under the direction of Pope Paul IV, a new index was published 
banning the works of 550 authors in addition to individual proscribed 
titles. 
The entries in the text are arranged alphabetically, each letter being 
divided into the following three categories: 
1) Auctores quorum libri & scripta omnia prohibentur ("All books or 
writings by an author prohibited")
2) Certorum auctores Libri prohibiti ("Specific books by an author 
prohibited")
3) Libri prohibiti ab incerti nominis auctorib compositi or Auctorú 
incerti nominis libri prohibiti ("Prohibited books of uncertain 
authorship")
The Index included the Talmud and "books of the Jews" containing 
anything that might be interpreted as anti-Catholic. The entry for the 
Talmud has the stipulation “sitamen prodierient sine nomine Thalmud, 
& sine iniuris, & calumniis in religionem Christianam tolerabuntur” 
(“but if they shall be published without the title Talmud, and without 
calumnies and insults to the Christian religion, they shall be 
tolerated”).
In 1595, a preliminary index of 420 Hebrew books that could not be 
read without revisions or deletions was also established. (Many textual 
errors in the standard editions of Hebrew texts owe their origin to 
Church censorship.) 
The 20ᵗʰ and final edition of the Index, issued in 1948, included Jewish 
or Hebrew-language works by Josephus, Jacob ibn Habib, Leon 
Modena, Maimonides, Baruch Spinoza, Manasseh Ben Israel, and 
Edmund Fleg, among others. 
The Index was abolished by Pope Paul VI in June 1966.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Index_Librorum_P
rohibitorum
https://www.britannica.
com/topic/Index-Librorum-
Prohibitorum
https://jewishcurrents.
org/jewdayo-grid/june-14-
the-church-abolishes-its-
banned-books-list/
PDF download:
www.jewishhistory.
com/PRINTINGTHETALMUD
/flashpaper/29.pdf
Selected LIST of censored 
books:
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_authors_a
nd_works_on_the_Index_Li
brorum_Prohibitorum

John Knox: Scottish 
Confession of Faith

1560 Third of three entries: see also 1547, 1558
In the "Scottish Confession of Faith", which he co-wrote with five 
other ministers, he associates the Jews as being the historical 
precursor of the Roman Catholic Church, and that the Jews, the ‘filthy 
synagogue’, were a fallen evil people who had shunned the word of 
God and thus eventually became no longer suitable to receive God’s 
grace at all (except through unreservedly accepting Christ as their 
saviour). 
Chapter 18 begins: 
"Because that Satan from the beginning has laboured to deck his 
pestilent synagogue with the title of the kirk [church] of God, and has 
inflamed the hearts of cruel murderers to persecute, trouble, and 
molest the true kirk and members thereof- as Cain did Abel; Ishmael, 
Isaac; Esau, Jacob; and the whole priesthood of the Jews, Christ Jesus 
himself, and his apostles after him; it is a thing most requisite that the 
true kirk be discerned from the filthy synagogue, by clear and perfect 
notes, lest we, being deceived, receive and embrace to our own 
condemnation the one for the other."

http:
//semiticcontroversies.
blogspot.
com/2014/02/john-knox-
on-jews.html
http://www.swrb.
com/newslett/actualNLs/Sc
otConf.htm



Goa Inquisition: 
India

1560-
1820

57 
(official 

surviving 
records)

The Goa Inquisition was part of the Portuguese Inquisition, and 
persecuted Hindus, Muslims, Jews and "New Christians" (Jews who 
had converted to Catholicism usually by force or coercion). Apart from 
a 4-year temporary abolition in 1774, at least 16,202 persons were 
brought to trial by the Inquisition before being abolished in 1820. 
Exact numbers of deaths are unknown as records were destroyed by 
the Portuguese when the Inquisition was abolished in 1820, but the 
few records that have survived suggest that at least 57 were executed 
for their religious crime, and another 64 were burned in effigy because 
they had already died in jail before sentencing. The inquisition was 
also a method of confiscating property and enriching the Inquisitors.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Goa_Inquisition
http://www.
jewishwikipedia.info/Goa.
html

Ivan the Terrible 1563 300 When Ivan the Terrible captured Polotsk in 1563, he ordered all the 
Jews who refused to be baptized (around 300) to be drowned in the 
Dvina River or burned at the stake.

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/polotsk
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/8352-ivan-iv-
vassilivich-the-terrible

Pope Pius V 1566 Pope Pius V issued papal bull Romanus Pontifex ("Roman Pope") 
confirming the determinations of the earlier Papal bulls and Holy 
Councils, and ordered that all Jews should wear as distinguishing mark 
a cap for men and a simple sign for women: “3. In order to make an 
end to all doubt concerning the colour of the cap and the sign of the 
women, we declare that the colour must be yellow.”

https://tradidi.com/popes-
church-fathers-saints-
condemn-
jews#footnoteref13_dn7b7
hd
http://www.zionism-israel.
com/hdoc/Papal_Bulls_Jew
s.htm

Pope Pius V 1567 Pope Pius V issued papal bull Cum nos nuper ("When we recently") 
ordering Jews to sell all property in Papal States: 
“Since we a short time ago renewed the orders of our predecessor 
Pope Paul IV against the Jews and among other things ordered that the 
Jews both in our city Rome as also in other cities, districts and places, 
which stand under the worldly rule of the Holy Roman Church, must 
sell the properties (real estate) in their possession to Christians within a 
period fixed by a judge … And if these Jews do not carry out this or the 
preceding, we order … that they be punished by the judges as rebels 
and as guilty of the crime of lèse majesté, according to the manner of 
the crime determined by us, our Vicar or other official. And the 
Christian people shall show them mistrust in accordance with our 
judgement, of the official and judge.”
In another part of the bull the Pope orders in connection with the 
deceit which the Jews had committed, that: 
“Since we, as is necessary, wish to remedy this deceit and wish to 
ensure that that ordered by us had its effect voluntarily, with full 
understanding and in exercising of the apostolic powers, we withdraw 
from the Jews and their rule (and recognize no right or claim) all 
properties, which the Jews have in their possession in this city Rome or 
other places of our domain of rule.”

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
https://tradidi.com/popes-
church-fathers-saints-
condemn-
jews#footnoteref13_dn7b7
hd

Jews expelled from 
Genoa, Italy

1567 The two prior expulsions of 1515 and 1550 were local; this decree was 
extended to the entire republic. Within a few years a limited number 
of Jews, specifically those engaged in money lending and business, 
were again allowed to live there. 

http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
startyear=1560&endyear=1
569

http://www.jewishhistory.org.il/history.php?startyear=1560&endyear=1569
http://www.jewishhistory.org.il/history.php?startyear=1560&endyear=1569
http://www.jewishhistory.org.il/history.php?startyear=1560&endyear=1569
http://www.jewishhistory.org.il/history.php?startyear=1560&endyear=1569


Jews expelled from 
Papal States

1569 Pope Pius V issued papal bull Hebraeorum gens sola ("Jewish nation 
alone"), which expelled the Jews from the Papal States, with the 
exception of Rome and Ancona. An earlier papal bull gave Jews the 
option to convert or be expelled, but Pius knew that those who 
apparently "confessed" to avoid expulsion represented a greater 
danger for the Church, so gave them no option of conversion:
"If we look away from the countless kinds of usury, through which the 
Jews have everywhere sucked the property of the needy Christians, 
then we give judgment that they are visibly protectors and even 
accomplices of thieves and robbers, who cause the stolen and 
embezzled goods to come to another or hitherto wish to conceal 
them... And the most damaging thing in the matter is, that they attract 
through prophecy, magical incantations, superstition and witchcraft 
many incautious and sick people to the deceit of the “Synagogue of 
Satan” and boast of being able to predict the future, where treasures 
are concealed and secret things. On account of this and other grave 
things, on account of the gravity of the crimes... We order in the 
following that in the time limit of 3 months from the publication 
onwards all Jews of both sexes in our entire worldly realm... must leave 
these regions without grace.”
In case the Jews failed to obey, it said: 
"After this time limit shall all at the present or in future, who dwell or 
wander into that city of the region of justice mentioned... their 
property [shall be] confiscated and handed over to the Siscus, and they 
shall become slaves of the Roman Church, live in eternal servitude and 
the Roman Church shall have the same rights over them as the 
remaining lords over slaves and property. Excepted are the cities Rome 
and Ancona, where the Jews will be tolerated... under the condition 
that they respect our Church Laws and those of our predecessor. If they 
do not do this, they shall suffer all punishments, which are ordered in 
this law, and which we renew in this document.”
In Bologna he gave the cemetery to the nuns at the convent of St. 
Peter the Martyr, and commanded them to "Destroy all (Jewish) 
graves…exhume the cadavers…and move them to where ever they 
please".

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Caeca_et_Obdura
ta
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Expulsions_and_e
xoduses_of_Jews
http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
startyear=1560&endyear=1
569
https://tradidi.com/popes-
church-fathers-saints-
condemn-
jews#footnoteref13_dn7b7
hd

Peruvian Inquisition 1570-
1820

The Holy Office and tribunal of the Inquisition were located in Lima, 
the administrative center of the Viceroyalty of Peru. Unlike the 
Spanish Inquisition and the Medieval Inquisition, in the Peruvian 
Inquisition both the authorities and the church were dependent of the 
Crown's approval to carry out jurisdiction. Crimes against the Church 
could range from heresy, sorcery, witchcraft, and other superstitious 
practices. People accused of these crimes were generally individuals 
who came from a lower status of Peruvian society, among them were 
individuals of African descent, mestizos (mixed race), women, and 
Jewish or Protestant Europeans seeking refuge from religious 
persecution. 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Peruvian_Inquisiti
on

Mexican Inquisition 1571-
1820

c. 50 The Mexican Inquisition was an extension of the Spanish Inquisition to 
"New Spain", an area that included territories in North America, 
Central America, Asia and Oceania, with its capital in Mexico City. The 
Spanish Conquest of Mexico was not only a political event for the 
Spanish, but a religious event as well. When the Inquisition was 
brought to the New World, it was employed for many of the same 
reasons and against the same social groups as suffered in Europe 
itself, minus the Indians to a large extent. Almost all of the events 
associated with the official establishment of the Holy Office of the 
Inquisition occurred in Mexico City. 
Although records are incomplete, one historian estimates that about 
50 people were executed by the Mexican Inquisition. Included in that 
total are 29 people executed as "Judaizers" between 1571 and 1700 
(out of 324 people prosecuted) for practicing the Jewish religion.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Mexican_Inquisiti
on
https://www.haaretz.com/.
premium-the-inquisition-
reaches-mexico-1.5323893

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peruvian_Inquisition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peruvian_Inquisition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peruvian_Inquisition


Maltese Inquisition 1574-
1798

2 The Inquisitor's Palace was the seat of the Maltese Inquisition from 
1574 to 1798, after which it was used for a number of purposes, 
including as a military hospital, a mess hall and a convent. It has been 
a museum since 1966. The building became the headquarters of the 
Inquisition, serving as both a palace for the inquisitor and also housing 
the tribunal and prisons. 
The Inquisition used three main means of torture:
1) tie a person's hands behind his back, lift him up in mid-air by means 
of a rope and pulley and leave him in that position for a maximum of 
30 minutes.
2) use of a kavallett, which resembled a saddle in the form of a triangle 
made of wood on which the forsaken person was forced to sit.
3) use of the stringitore, a form of wooden vice to crush one's ankles.
Generally, the methods that were employed by the Inquisition in 
Malta were enough to cause fear and make the accused plead guilty 
often for more crimes than they actually committed. In the late 16ᵗʰ 
Century, the Inquisition's main concern was heretical behaviour owing 
to the influence of Protestantism. Once the spread of that religion died 
out, the Inquisitors turned their attention to blasphemy, apostasy in 
Islam during a person's term under slavery, bigamy and witchcraft. By 
the time the Inquisition came to an end in 1798, only two persons had 
lost their lives - and they were burnt alive.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Inquisitor%
27s_Palace
https://www.timesofmalta.
com/articles/view/2004063
0/local/blood-curdling-
display-at-inquisitors-
palace.118918

John Calvin's "A 
Response To 
Questions and 
Objections of a 
Certain Jew" is 
published

1575 This 9-page treatise dealing with 23 objections by a Jew is published 11 
years after Calvin's death (1509-64), and is his only antisemitic writing. 
In dealing with the 23 queries, Calvin tended to concentrate on the 
Old Testament, while the anonymous Jewish debater concentrated on 
the New Testament. He writes: 
"Their [the Jews] rotten and unbending stiffneckedness deserves that 
they be oppressed unendingly and without measure or end and that 
they die in their misery without the pity of anyone."

The Gospel and Israel: The 
Edersheim Lectures pp. 94-
96
https://en.wikiquote.
org/wiki/John_Calvin
http://www.yashanet.
com/library/fathers.htm
PDF download: 
https://digitalcommons.
unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.
cgi?
article=1110&context=class
icsfacpub

Pope Gregory III 1577 Pope Gregory III issued papal bull Vices eius nos ("Changes to it") 
which ordered the Jews of Rome and other places in the Papal States 
to send a certain quota of their number on specified occasions to one 
of the churches to hear a sermon which might open their eyes to the 
true faith.

https://www.encyclopedia.
com/religion/encyclopedias
-almanacs-transcripts-and-
maps/sermons-jews

Pope Gregory XIII 1581 Pope Gregory XIII issued papal bull Multos adhuc ex Christianis ("Many 
Christians still") that gave jurisdiction over Jews of Rome to the 
Inquisition in cases of blasphemy, protection of heretics, possession of 
forbidden works, and employment of Christian servants.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/3822-bulls-
papal-concerning-jews

Pope Gregory XIII 1581 Pope Gregory XIII issued papal bull Antiqua Judaeorum improbitas 
("Ancient Jewish dishonesty") which authorized the Inquisition directly 
to handle cases involving Jews, especially those concerning 
blasphemies against Jesus or Mary, incitement to heresy or assistance 
to heretics, possession of forbidden books, or the employment of 
Christian wet nurses. He concluded that the Jews were to be "eternal 
slaves", since their guilt for murdering Jesus grew deeper with each 
generation.

https://www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.
org/gregory
A History of Catholic 
Antisemitism p. 48

https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/sermons-jews
https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/sermons-jews
https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/sermons-jews
https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/sermons-jews


Jews expelled from 
Holland

1582 In 1581, seven provinces formed a confederacy called the Dutch 
Republic or United Provinces, the predecessor to the modern state of 
the Netherlands. A year later, in 1582, they expelled the Jews.

https://www.
ajourneyintotheholocaust.
com/docs/Jewish-
Persecution-in-History.pdf
https://www.
biblebelievers.org.
au/expelled.htm
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Dutch_Republic

Pope Gregory XIII 1584 Pope Gregory XIII issued papal bull Sancta mater ecclesia ("Holy 
Mother Church") that ordered 150 Jews (100 men, 50 women) to 
attend weekly conversion sermons.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
startyear=1580&endyear=1
589

Pope Sixtus V 1586 Pope Sixtus V issued papal bull Christiana pietas ("Christian piety") 
that allowed Jews to settle in the Papal States, revoking Pius V's 1569 
bull, Hebraeorum gens sola ("Jewish nation alone").

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s

Pope Clement VIII 1592 Pope Clement VIII issued papal bull Cum sæpe accidere ("Since it often 
happens") forbidding the Jews of Avignon to deal in new commodities.

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Cum_s%C3%
A6pe_accidere

Lvov, Poland 1592 Harsh persecution of Jews began when Archbishop Salikowski ordered 
the Jews to build a church. In rapid succession followed accusations of 
blood ritual and host desecration. In 1603 the Jesuits closed the 
synagogue, and only by paying a heavy ransom could the Jews 
rededicate their temple in 1609.

The War Against the Jew p. 
117 
http://www.jewishhistory.
org.il/history.php?
startyear=1590

Jews expelled from 
Papal States

1593 900 Pope Clement VIII issued papal bull Caeca et Obdurata Hebraeorum 
perfidia ("the blind and obdurate perfidy of the Hebrews"), thus 
revoking the bull Christiana pietas of his predecessor Pope Sixtus V in 
1586. 
A few days later he issued the bull Cum Hebraeorum malitia ("When a 
determined Jewish") which forbade the reading of the Talmud. Plus he 
expelled the Jews living in all the Papal States, except Rome, Avignon 
and Ancona. 900 Jews were expelled from Bologna. Jews were invited 
to settle in Leghorn, the main port of Tuscany, where they were 
granted full religious liberty and civil rights, by the Medici family, who 
wanted to develop the region into a center of commerce. 

https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Caeca_et_Obdura
ta
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/3822-bulls-
papal-concerning-jews
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Pope_Clement_VII
I
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Expulsions_and_e
xoduses_of_Jews
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/3488-bologna

Pope Clement VIII 1593 Pope Clement VIII issued papal bull in favour of Turkish Jews. https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/List_of_papal_bull
s
http://www.
jewishencyclopedia.
com/articles/3822-bulls-
papal-concerning-jews

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_papal_bulls
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_papal_bulls
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_papal_bulls


Mexico City 1596 Four members of the well-known converso family, the Carvajals, were 
burnt at the stake in Mexico City by the Spanish Inquisition.

http://h-net.msu.edu/cgi-
bin/logbrowse.pl?
trx=vx&list=h-
antisemitism&month=0605
&week=&msg=CZNFZjiilGFJ
LVVjL6CxpQ&user=&pw=
https://www.haaretz.
com/jewish/.premium-
1596-a-jewish-family-
burns-at-the-stake-in-
mexico-city-1.5433410

Jews expelled from 
Milan, Italy

1597 900 King Philip II of Spain expelled the Jews from Milan at the end of a 
thirty-year power struggle between secular and religious Italian 
authorities and Spanish imperial powers. The exiles were received at 
Mantua, Modena, Reggio, Verona, and Padua. 

https://www.cambridge.
org/core/journals/ajs-
review/article/last-spanish-
expulsion-in-europe-milan-
15651597/5BC3AC69B6791
A51F502F2E1C378FDA4
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Expulsions_and_e
xoduses_of_Jews
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/History_of_the_Je
ws_in_Italy


